Graphic Design, White 2            
October 24, 2007                           

Typography Portrait, PART ONE- The LETTER PORTRAIT: (from “Design for Communication” by Elizabeth Resnick)
Assignment Brief:  Your assignment is to create two different “Typography Portraits” in Photoshop, that is, portraits of yourself using only typographic characters.
Use letters (which might be thought to represent sounds) to illustrate your face, thinking about how your design reflects you as a designer and as a person.  Think about identity and study your face and its characteristics.  Examine the different letters and fonts to determine what will represent you best.

Objectives:  Create an awareness of the design possibilities of typography.

Resources:  The Graphic Design Page has at least two portraits for each student (except Alli and Damone).  Download these pictures and save them to your PROJECT folder.

Process:  
1. Select one of the two photographs to be the basis for your LETTER PORTRAIT.

2. Open the picture in Photoshop.

3. Create a New Layer and fill the background of this layer with WHITE (or BLACK, if you are inclined to do your portrait in reverse.)  Set this Layer above your background.

4. Use the EYEBALL icon to TURN OFF the white layer.  You will be turning on and off the White Layer as you go to see the progress of your typography portrait.

5. Begin “drawing” your portrait.  You will use the background photograph layer as your guideline.  Add Letters of any size, shape, font or case to begin creating an outline of the features of your face.  To do this, click on the TEXT button and select a font and a letter that matches part of your picture, use CTRL-T to rotate or size the letter properly to fit into your portrait.
6. If you need to use a number of letters overlapping, such as for hair, etc., duplicate letter layers, rotate them into larger and larger clusters and then MERGE the resulting layers.  You can continue to duplicate layers and merge them to make larger and larger letter clusters.

7. When creating your portrait, please do not use any symbols and please do not distort any letters.

8. If anyone wishes to try to create a NEGATIVE SPACE portrait, where the letters are used to fill in the background of the picture, leaving white space to represent the face, this would be highly encouraged and very cool.   

9. SAMPLE PORTRAITS:  See back of this sheet.

ALLI and DAMONE:  Please use whatever technology you can locate (cell phone cameras, etc.) to create a photograph of yourself to work with.  If you have an online picture of some sort, that would be great.  If you can’t find ANY pictures of yourself to work with, you can use my PRACTICE PORTRAIT on the website.  It is a pic of Matt.
Examples of Typography Portraits:
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