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CIVIL GOVERNMENT

CUMULATIVE EXAM
Select the proper answer for each of the following questions:

1. _______GOVERNMENT can be thought of as:

a. The vehicle that allows citizens of a country to vote for their leaders.

b. Legislators creating laws and public policies to control the citizens of a country.

c. The institution through which a society makes and enforces its public policies.

d. The supreme and absolute power within a State.

2. _______The first document that limited the power of the English Monarchy in 1215:

a. The Petition of Right.

b. The English Bill of Rights.

c. The Book of Kells.

d. The Magna Carta.

3. _______Which of the following is NOT a valid reason for the persistence of a two party political system in the United States?

a. The idea that typical Americans have beliefs that are very widespread across the political spectrum.

b. The acceptance by the citizens of the idea that “we have always had just two parties” in the United States.

c. The conflict of Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists in the creation of the Constitution.

d. The formation of the American electoral system, which discourages minor party candidates.

4. _______The vehicle for granting suffrage to black males in post-Civil War America:

a. Poll taxes.

b. The 15th Amendment to the Constitution.

c. Gerrymandering.

d. Literacy tests.

5. _______These American colonies were largely self-governing based on their charters granted by the English Crown:

a. Royal Colonies.

b. Massachusetts and Virginia.

c. Proprietary Colonies.

d. Connecticut and Rhode Island.

6. _______The Albany Plan of Union was:

a. A plan put forward by Benjamin Franklin in 1754 that proposed the first congress of the colonies to raise a military, regulate trade and collect customs duties.

b. The plan of the English Crown in the 1760s to harshly increase taxes and restrict trade in the American colonies.

c. A “League of Friendship” formed in 1643 by a number of colonies which planned inter-colonial cooperation in order to protect against Native American aggression.

d. An assembly of 55 delegates meeting in Philadelphia in 1774 which planned to counter the Crown's “Intolerable Acts.”

7. _______Which of the following is NOT a “Check and Balance” levied upon the Executive Branch:

a. Congress may override a presidential veto with a 2/3s vote.

b. The Senate must approve all presidential appointments.

c. Congress may declare executive actions to be unconstitutional.

d. Supreme Court justices are appointed for life and are free of executive control.

8. _______Which of the following CANNOT be disenfranchised on the basis of their described status?

a. The Mentally Ill.

b. Ignorant People.

c. Convicted Felons.

d. Dishonorably discharged veterans.

9. _______A factor that DOES NOT influence how voters cast their votes in elections:

a. Income and occupation of the voter.

b. Inclement weather.

c. Charisma of the candidates.

d. Straight-ticket Voting.

10. _______Which of the following is NOT a function of Special Interest Groups?:

a. Influence governmental policies regarding a particular issue.

b. Ensure that the public is adequately informed regarding all sides of a political issue.

c. Deliver “grass-roots” voting power to legislators in exchange for policies that are favorable to their cause.

d. Compile data and report regarding their special area of expertise and testify in legislative hearings.
11. _______Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a bicameral legislature?

a. It is a feature of the Connecticut Compromise in the writing of the Constitution.

b. It is the establishment of the Senate and the House of Representatives in the Legislative Branch.

c. It is guaranteed by the Tenth Amendment.

d. It was one of the principles of the Royal Colonies, in which a council was appointed by the Crown to act as the upper house and land owning colonists were elected to form the lower house.

12. _______The idea that people are the only source of governmental power:

a. Popular Sovereignty.

b. The Divine Right Theory.

c. Apportionment.

d. Representative Democracy.

13. _______The type of country that would be most likely to have a Multi-Party political system:

a. A dictatorship

b. European socialist countries.

c. Third-world, economically disadvantaged countries.

d. Countries under the control of religious leaders.

14. _______Which of the following would NOT be seen as “ammunition” used by Special Interest Groups to sway public opinion?

a. Commercials, websites and documentaries.

b. Endorsement of candidates and issues.

c. Assisting Congressmen to write bills or laws in their areas of expertise.

d. Demonstrations and Boycotts.
15. _______Which of the following is NOT a power of the Legislative Branch?

a. Declaring War.

b. Regulating Interstate Commerce.

c. Enforcing laws.

d. Creating and passing taxes.

16. _______Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the House of Representatives?

a. Members of the House of Representatives must be 35 years old, be born or naturalized citizens of the United States and be living in the state that they will represent.

b. There are 435 voting members of the House of Representatives.

c. Seats in the House of Representatives can be reapportioned from state to state based upon census information.

d. A term of Congress lasts for two years and we are currently in the 113th Congress.
17. _______A legislator who consistently votes along with the desires of their constituents can be thought of as a:

a. Partisan.

b. Delegate.

c. Politician/Politico.

d. Trustee.
18. _______Which of the following statements regarding Constitutional Amendments is TRUE:

a. A formal Amendment only changes the interpretation of the wording of the Constitution.

b. There are have been over 20,000 proposed Constitutional Amendments.

c. The 15th, 20th, 23rd and 26th Amendments all pertained to the voting rights of different groups of citizens.

d. After the Bill of Rights, there have been a total of only 27 ratified Amendments.
19. _______A “Select Committee”  in Congress is a committee that is:

a. One of 20 in the House of Representatives that are always in session and represent some of the most important committees in Congress.

b. A committee that draws from both the House and the Senate and addresses such issues as the economy and taxation.

c. A committee that is appointed to investigate a particular situation, such as a governmental issue or a national crisis.

d. A committee which draws from both the House and Senate and attempts to iron out differences in bills passed in both houses before presenting them to the President.
20. _______Which of the following is NOT part of the Congressional committee phenomena known as the “Iron Triangle”?

a. The President, in his role as “Commander-in-Chief.”

b. Special Interests such as the Boeing Corporation..

c. Congressional Committees and subcommittees such as the Armed Service Committee.

d. Governmental agencies such as the Department of Defense.
21. _______Which of the following is NOT a factor in determining how influential a Congress member is in the House of Representatives?

a. Whether or not the Congress member is a chair of a committee or member of an influential committee such as “Ways and Means”.

b. The amount of money that the Congress member has in their war chest for re-election.

c. The minority status of the Congress member.
d. The number of terms that the Congress member has been serving in the House.
22. _______President Schweeble proposes a new executive action that forms a “Committee for Reforming American Public Schools”.  This committee will employ thousands to constantly monitor all school teachers and their ability to test to National Educational Standards.  Congress refuses to fund the President's initiative.  This is an example of:

a. Use of an Executive Check on Legislative Powers.

b. Legislative use of the Supremacy Clause.

c. Use of Judicial Checks over Executive Powers.

d. Use of a Legislative Check on Executive Powers.
23. _______Formal amendments to the Constitution may ONLY be proposed by:

a. State Governors.

b. The President.

c. Congress.

d. The Supreme Court.

24. _______Also known as the “Necessary and Proper Clause”, this allows Congress to make laws as it sees fit to carry out its duties.

a. Amendment X

b. The Preamble.

c. The Elastic Clause.

d. The Supremacy Clause.

e. All of the above.

f. None of the above.

25. _______The following is generally tolerant of most political beliefs, does not hold any extreme views and adopts a “wait and see” attitude towards political change:

a. A Liberal.

b. A Moderate.

c. A Reactionary.

d. A Conservative.

26. _______The following is NOT one of the ways that the Constitution is informally “amended”:

a. Through court decisions, such as “Roe vs. Wade.”

b. Through basic legislation and laws passed by Congress.

c. Through Executive actions, such as the police action in Vietnam.

d. Through the Judicial Branch declaring laws to be unconstitutional. 
27. _______Which of the following accurately represents the “Ladder of Laws” outlined in the Supremacy Clause?

a. The Constitution at the top, then Acts of Congress, then State Constitutions and Statutes, then local ordinances.

b. The Constitution at the top, then State Constitutions, then Acts of Congress, then local and city ordinances.

c. Local charters and ordinances at the top, then State Statutes, then Acts of Congress, then the Constitution.

d. State Constitutions at the top, then State Statutes, then Act of Congress, then the Constitution.
28. _______”A group of persons who seek to control government through winning elections and holding public office”

a. A Special Interest Group.

b. A Political Action Committee

c. A Political Party.

d. An Electorate
29. _______The following characteristics are associated with which political group?  “Desire for lower taxes, call for a strong national defense, belief in the role of government in encouraging morality.”

a. Moderates.

b. Conservatives.

c. Liberals.

d. Federalists.
30. _______The source of the Powers of Congress in the American governmental system:

a. Article I of the Constitution.

b. The Tenth Amendment to the Constitution.

c. The Preamble to the Constitution.

d. Section 8 of the Constitution.
31. _______Believed in the idea that people will give up some of their liberties to meet the needs of the majority:

a. John Locke.

b. Baron de Montesquieu.

c. Thomas Hobbes.

d. Jean Jacques Rousseau.
32. _______Which of the following is NOT a requirement of a “State”:

a. Population.

b. Territory.

c. Legislators.

d. Sovereignty.
33. ________Preserving culture, providing public services and resolving conflicts are all seen as the roles of:

a. Political parties.

b. Government.

c. Congress.

d. The Executive Branch.
34. _______A remarkable group made up solely of white men with a wide range of knowledge and experience, all holding land and having an average age of 42 years:

a. Members of the House of Representatives.

b. Senators.

c. The Framers of the Constitution.

d. Members of the Supreme Court.
35. _______In the compromises of the Constitution, this was the plan that outlined a unicameral Congress of the Confederation, with each state being equally represented:

a. The Connecticut Compromise

b. The Virginia Plan

c. The New Jersey Plan

d. The 3/5ths Compromise.
36. _______The event that demonstrated the ineffectiveness of the American government under the Articles of Confederation:

a. Shay's Rebellion.

b. The Boston Tea Party

c. The signing of the Intolerable Acts.

d. The Boston Massacre.

37. _______The wording in the Preamble of the Constitution that promises an effective government, unlike that seen under the Articles of Confederation:

a. “to ensure domestic tranquility”

b. “promote the general welfare”

c. “in order to form a more perfect union”

d. “secure the blessings of Liberty for ourselves and our Posterity”
38. ________The English Bill of Rights guaranteed all but which of the following:

a. Right to a speedy trial.

b. Freedom from martial law or the rule of the military.

c. Freedom of Religious Belief.

d. Prohibition of a standing army in peacetime.
39. _______A Conservative would be more likely to be in favor of which of the following:

a. A Universal Health Care Plan covering all Americans.

b. A Constitutional Amendment recognizing same-sex marriages.

c. An increase in military spending in the upcoming Congressional budget.

d. A national law banning the ownership of assault rifles by private citizens.
40. ________The group(s) in charge of overseeing all political contributions and the finances of election campaigns:

a. Political Action Committees.

b. The Ways and Means Committee.

c. The Federal Election Commission.

d. The Appropriations Committee.
41. ________Which of the following is NOT one of the basic principles of the seven Articles of the Constitution:
a. Much of the Constitution is written as a prohibition of power to the government.
b. People are the only source of power and consent to be governed.
c. Power in the United States government is divided between central and state governments.

d. Guarantees of “inalienable rights” for the individual.
42. _______Which of the following is TRUE regarding the Amendments of the Constitution:
a. The first ten amendments to the Constitution were all ratified by 1791.

b. The first nine amendments to the Constitution pertain to the rights of the individual.

c. The  tenth amendment of the Constitution pertains to Congress make all laws that are necessary and proper to carry out their powers.

d. Amendments XI to XXVII pertain to a variety of issues, such as voting rights, income taxes and Prohibition.
43. _______Which of the following is possible advantage of Federalism as executed in the United States?:

a. There can be conflict over whether state, local or federal agencies have power over issues.

b. Local governments are allowed to make laws that are beneficial to their area.

c. There can be a wide difference in the level of services provided from one area to the next.

d. There can be an increase in expenses to taxpayers due to overlapping services from a number of government agencies.
44. _______Which of the following is a CONCURRENT POWER as listed in the Constitution?

a. The Power to Coin Money.

b. The Power to Make Marriage and Divorce Laws.

c. The Power to Borrow Money.

d. The Power to Conduct Elections.
45. _______An Amendment to The Constitution can become law when:

a. Proposed by Congress with a 3/4 vote of both houses and then ratified by 2/3s of State Legislatures.

b. Proposed by the President with a 2/3 vote of both houses and then ratified by 3/4 of State Conventions.

c. Proposed by Congress with a 2/3 vote of both houses and then ratified by 3/4 of State Conventions.

d. Proposed by Congress with a 3/4 vote of the States and then ratified by 2/3 vote of both houses.
46. _______A society in which the means of production and economic decisions are controlled by the State and wealth is distributed according to the needs of the citizens:

a. Communism.

b. Socialism.

c. Totalitarianism.

d. Capitalism.
47. _______The Theory of the origins of the State that indicates that the “State” developed from the nuclear family:

a. The “Force Theory”

b. The “Evolutionary Theory”

c. The “Divine Right Theory”

d. The “Social Contract Theory”
48. _______The form of government in which a country is controlled by a ruling religious party:

a. Theocracy.
b. Democracy.

c. Monarchy.

d. Fascism.

49. _______”An authoritative document of government that sets forth the system of fundamental laws and principles that determines the nature, functions and limits of that government.”
a. Definition of Preamble.

b. Definition of Federalism.

c. Definition of Constitution.

d. Definition of Confederation.
50. _______”To not assign a bill to committee and to refuse to hear debate on the bill”:

a. Cloture.

b. Filibuster.

c. Pigeonhole.

d. Pocket Veto.

51. _____The “Rule of Four” concerns:

a. How the Supreme Court makes its decision in a case

b. How the Chief Justice is chosen

c. Who decides which justice will write a majority opinion

d. How the Supreme Court decides which cases it will hear

52. _____The largest source of government income in the United States:

a. Corporate Income Tax.

b. Social Security Tax.

c. Estate Taxes.

d. Federal Income Tax.

53. _____Which would NOT be considered a main goal of United States Foreign Policy in the year 2014?

a. The Security of our Country.

b. Protection of American economic interests abroad.

c. Containment of the spread of Communism.

d. Addressing terrorist threats and use of chemical or nuclear weapons.

54.   _____Which of the following is a TRUE statement regarding the Justices of the Supreme Court?

a. Justices are appointed by the President, but must be confirmed by a vote of Congress.

b. Justices cannot be impeached.

c. The current court is made up of 5 conservative and 4 liberal Justices.

d. Justices serve for life, so a President only gets to appoint a new Justice when a sitting Justice dies.

55.   _____The guarantee of the First Amendment that allows citizens to organize to influence public policy and receive redress for grievances.

a. Freedom of Assembly.

b. Freedom of Association.

c. Freedom of Petition.

d. Freedom of the Press.

56.   _____Something said face-to-face that would incite immediate violence.  A form of speech not protected by the First Amendment

a. Fighting words.

b. Libel.

c. Protest.

d. Obscenity.

57.   _____A founding religious principle of the Constitution, argued by James Madison in 1776:

a. “Religious Tolerance”.

b. “Religious Persecution.”

c. “Endorsement of Religion”.

d. “Free Exercise of Religion.”

58. _____Supreme Court “Judicial Review” is the court’s power to:

a. Review acts of government to determine whether they conflict with the Constitution.

b. Review which cases they will accept and deny from lower courts.

c. Review cases of Presidential Impeachment before holding hearings.

d. Review Presidential appointments before they are approved.

59.  _____The foreign policy of the United States for the first 150 years of our country:

a. Internationalism:  Advocating economic and political cooperation with other countries for the benefit of all.

b. The Good Neighbor Policy:  United States should try to get along with all other nations, even dictatorships.

c. Isolationism:  Intentionally refusing to become involved in the affairs of the rest of the world.

d. Deterrence:  Maintenance of a strong military as the best way to defend against foreign powers that would do us harm.

60. ______This type of tax usually goes to support local services, such as schools: 

a. Sales taxes.

b. Property taxes.

c. Estate and gift taxes.

d. Social Security taxes.

61.   _____In the case of Mapp v. Ohio, 1961, the Supreme Court ruled that 

a. The police can use evidence obtained in an illegal search if the search was an “honest mistake.”

b. Illegally obtained evidence can be used in court if it would inevitably have been discovered through legal means.

c. The Exclusionary Rule applies to the states and evidence cannot be used that is obtained in an illegal search

d. If police act in good faith, any evidence they seize may be presented in court.

62.   _____Which of the following would NOT be a “Freedom of Association” question: 

a. “School teachers should have to give oaths declaring that they are not Communists.”

b. “Westboro Baptist Church protesters should be forced to stand at least 300 yards away from a military funeral.”

c. “The Augusta National Golf Course should be forced to admit women as members.”

d. “The Boys Scouts of America should be able to ban gay Scout Masters.”

63.   _____Which Freedom of Religion “Test” would be applicable in the following case?  A public high school graduation ceremony will contain a prayer delivered by the local Catholic priest.  

a. The Lemon Test

b. The Coercion Test

c. The Endorsement Test

d. The Establishment Clause Test

64. ______The court case of Tinker vs. Des Moines (1969) was a landmark First Amendment case which indicated:
a. That students have the right to refuse to say the Pledge of Allegiance during school.
b. That students have a right to express their political views during school if they are not being disruptive of the learning environment.
c. That school districts can sensor student publications that they deem are not appropriate for an educational environment.
d. That school districts can legally suspend students for use of profane language in schools.
65. ______An example of “Controllable (Discretionary) Spending” on the part of the United States Government: 

a. Paying the interest on the debt.

b. Social Security payments.

c. Paying farm subsidies.

d. Funding Medicaid and Medicare.

66. ______An example of a “Sin Tax”: 

a. Taxes on tobacco and liquor.

b. Taxes on gas and oil.

c. Taxes on yachts and airplanes.

d. License fees on owning a car

67. _____Although police generally need a warrant to search, they can seize evidence without a warrant

a. As long as they do a protective sweep of the area first.

b. If the person is carrying the evidence outside his or her home

c. With probable cause

d. That is in plain view

68. ______Which of the following statements is TRUE regarding the financial condition of the United States in 2013: 

a. Our annual deficit is about 15-16 trillion dollars.

b. Our national debt is about 3.4 trillion dollars.

c. 60 percent of our debt is owed to China and Japan.

d. 40 percent of our debt is owed to the Federal Reserve Bank and other government accounts.

69. ______The following searches are all carried out without a search warrant.  Which one would be unconstitutional? (assume reasonable cause in each case.)
a. Search of a home based upon an anonymous tip.

b. Search of luggage at a border nexus.

c. Search of evidence in a movable vehicle, such as a motorhome or a houseboat.

d. Search of a home when the officer has been invited in by the owner.

70. ______Which of the following is NOT a main goal of the United Nations? 

a. Promote justice and cooperation in solutions to international problems.

b. Promoting capitalism throughout the world.

c. Maintain international peace and security.

d. Develop friendly relations between all nations.

71. ______Which of the following would be a TRUE statement regarding the workings of the Supreme Court: 

a. If a Supreme Court vote is even, the lower court ruling is overturned.

b. Most of the Court’s decisions are unanimous.

c. Constitutional lawyers can spend months presenting their cases to the nine Supreme Court Justices before the Justices will deliberate on a verdict.

d. If the Supreme Court refuses to hear a case, it is usually because they agree with the decisions of the lower court.

72. ______Which of the following would be an argument FOR Capital Punishment in the United States: 

a. We, as a society, have to move away from an “eye for an eye” revenge mentality.

b. Financial costs to the taxpayers of capital punishment can be much greater than keeping an inmate in prison for life.

c. Capital punishment gives prosecutors another bargaining chip in the plea bargain process.

d. Jury members may be less willing to convict someone if they feel that they may be executed for their crime

73. ______Which of the following would NOT be protected by the First Amendment:

a. Copyright:  Limitation of who can copy creative works.

b. Satire:  Use of sarcasm to ridicule others, such as politicians.

c. Sexual Harassment: Crude or sexual comments in a workplace.

d. Indecency:  Crude or sexual comments that are intended for entertainment purposes for an adult audience.

The next three questions below are about the Supreme Court case of Schenck v. the United States (1919).  In this case, Schenck was prosecuted for having violated the Espionage Act of 1917 by publishing and distributing leaflets that opposed the military draft and United States entry into the first World War.  The court ruled in favor of the United States.  Below is an excerpt from the majority opinion.  

“We admit that in….ordinary times the defendants…would have been within their constitutional rights.  But the character of every act depends upon the circumstances in which it is done.  The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely shouting fire in a theater and causing a panic….The question in every case is whether the words used are used in such circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a clear and present danger that they will bring about the evils that Congress has a right to prevent.”

74. ______According to the Supreme Court decision in this case, free speech should NOT be protected when it

a. Offends others

b. Disagrees with government policy

c. Attacks a government agency

d. Endangers others

75. ______What argument is the Supreme Court making in this decision?

a. Congress can limit free speech as it sees fit

b. The right to free speech is basic to democracy and government may never limit it

c. Rights are not absolute and the government may limit them in times of crisis

d. The judiciary is powerless to overturn laws like the Espionage Act of 1917.

76. ______The Supreme Court decision in Schenck involves an interpretation of which of the following parts of the Constitution?

a. The First Amendment

b. The Fourth Amendment

c. The Fifth Amendment 

d. The Seventh Amendment

The following questions are about the case West Virginia State Board of Education v Barnette (1943).  This is an excerpt from the majority opinion in this case:

“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion, or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein. If there are any circumstances which permit an exception, they do not now occur to us. 

We think the action of the local authorities in compelling the flag salute and pledge transcends constitutional limitations on their power, and invades the sphere of intellect and spirit which it is the purpose of the First Amendment to our Constitution to reserve from all official control.”

77. ______The constitutional guarantee at issue in the case is

a. Freedom of religion

b. The right to assemble

c. The right to due process of law

d. The right to remain silent  

78. ______Which of the following best paraphrases the majority opinion?

a. Citizens may express themselves in any manner they feel is justified and be protected by the First Amendment

b. The Court should deal with First Amendment issues on a case-by-case basis

c. It is constitutional to force students to salute the flag.

d. In our democracy, we may not force people to conduct themselves in a way that is contrary to their religious, political, or patriotic beliefs.  

79. ______The case represents the tensions between

a. Providing economic equality and protecting political equality

b. Protecting the power of Congress’ ability to raise an army

c. Defending the right of free speech and protecting the public or national security

d. Defending the right to free exercise of religion and encouraging nationalism and patriotism.  

