Media Productions

November 9, 2007                           
The Public Service Announcement
BACKGROUND:  There is a long history of commercials and Public Service Announcements aimed at attempting to change the behavior of the public at large.  For a short link list of some famous commercials, go to the Media Productions page at highlandtechnology.org.  In the spirit of these types of productions, students will be grouping together and producing their own Public Service Announcement.

PRELIMINARY WORK:  In groups of two, students will select their topic, or the focus of their Public Service Announcement.  Their advertisement will be aimed at changing public behavior in a particular area.  To prepare for this production, students must first do some research in the area:

1. The group must first research their topic so that they have some familiarity with the subject.  To document their findings, they must create:

a. A ONE PAGE research paper on the subject, outlining what is the problem and how is it effecting society and how and why should behaviors change.

b. A LIST of at least TEN facts about the topic, list numbers, totals, deaths, brain injuries, insurance dollars paid out, etc.

2. The group must then create TWO treatments that outline how they wish to present their ideas on film.

a. Each treatment should be at least one paragraph long and should briefly describe what the viewer of their PSA would see in the completed commercial.  Students MUST work within their resource limitations.  Students should plan to create either a 15 second or a 30 second spot.
b. The two treatments, the Research Paper and the LIST will be presented to Mr. B., who will select one of the Treatments, with recommendations for changes, as needed.

PRODUCTION:  Once a group has their Treatment approved, they can get to work on the creation of their storyboards and scripts for their PSA.

1. First, the group must complete a full storyboard of the content of their PSA, including all views, angles, text, etc.

2. Once the storyboards have been created, the group will write up a complete script for their PSA, including all dialogue, shots and camera angles.  Incomplete work in either the storyboard or the script will NOT BE accepted!
3. Once their script is approved, the group will begin preparation for their shooting.  For each different scene, students will complete a Scene Planning Sheet, which will outline the location of the shoot, the actors and props needed, the equipment, film crew, etc.

4. Students will then shoot scenes, as needed, for their PSA.

5. Once students have all of their footage, they can begin importing footage into the computer and begin editing their final spot.  At this time, text, effects, sound, credits, etc, will be added to the final product.

POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR THE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
· Underage Drinking
· Anorexia

· Railroad Crossing Safety

· Prescription Drug Abuse

· Depression

· Teenage Suicide

· Drunk Driving

· Reckless Driving

· “Stay in School”

· Cigarette Smoking

· Chewing Tobacco

· Firearm Safety

· Domestic Violence

· Date Rape

· Harassment, Intimidation

· Hate Crimes

· Racism

· Gay Awareness

· Obesity

· Internet Safety

· Marijuana

GRADING OF THE PSA:

This assignment will be worth a total of 750 points, to be distributed as follows:

· ONE PAGE research paper on topic= 100 points
· LIST of 10 facts, figures and numbers about topic= 50 points
· Two TREATMENTS of the PSA:  100 points

· PSA STORYBOARD= 50 points
· Complete PSA Script= 100 points
· FINAL PRODUCT= 350 points
I will be using my standard grading system for these grade components:

· Hard work, planning and thought greatly in evidence= 100 percent

· Work is sloppy, incomplete or lacking creativity or thought= 50 percent

· Work not submitted or complete junk= 0 percent







































