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Expressionism is an art style that displays emotions and responses to objects and situations. Some ways that this artwork is done is through distortion, exaggeration, primitivism, and fantasy. Also applying vivid, jarring, or violent dynamics to formal elements is another technique for abstract expressionism. Expressionism is a popular form of art for modern day. It is popular because it is personal, self expression, and spontaneous. It usually has a strong meaning to its background and depicts true life.  

Although it is a popular modern art style, it is not new. Expressionism is seen a trend in Germanic and Nordic art from at least the European Middle ages. That would later lead into France and Italian artwork. The German Expressionists soon developed a style known for harshness, boldness, and visual intensity. They used jagged and distorted lines and loud colors to show contemporary subjects.  They are known for their instability and their emotionally charged atmosphere. Many of their work express frustration, anxiety, disgust, discontent, violence, and usually a feeling in response to the ugliness and the potential and opposition that they recognize in modern life.
